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The Council will be asked to consider the following motions submitted under Council 
Procedure Rule A9, as amended by Section 10 of the Remote Meetings Procedure Rules:- 
 
1. Skipton to Colne Rail Line 
 
This Council for a number of years has supported the reopening of the Skipton to Colne rail 
line and resolves to write to the Department of Transport to reiterate its support for this project 
and ask that Government uses the approval as a key part of the Government’s ‘levelling up’ 
agenda. 
 
This project will not only open up the rail network in the North but improves East - West 
connectivity on a congested rail network.  
 
The line will drive economic and social mobility in East Lancashire and provide a boost to 
some of the most deprived communities.  
 
We have seen the benefits of the Todmorden Curve to Hyndburn and East Lancashire and 
the Council recognise that the Skipton to Colne rail link will have a similar impact 
 
Proposer: Cllr Noordad Aziz 
Seconder: Cllr Dave Parkins 
 

Submitted on 29th December 2020 
 
2. UK Shared Prosperity Fund 
 
That this Council with some urgency seeks clarification of the Government’s intentions to roll 
out the UK Shared Prosperity Fund which is intended to replace EU funding from comparative 
sources.  To quote the Government’s own words: The planned fund will target the places 
most in need across the UK, the Treasury document said, including ex-industrial areas, 
deprived towns and rural and coastal communities, and “help to level up and create 
opportunity across the UK for people and places”. 
 



 

The paper said: “It will support people and communities, opening up new opportunities and 
spurring regeneration and innovation.” 
 
The scheme will provide support in areas including investment in employment and skills 
training, cultural and sporting facilities, and community-owned assets. 
 
This Council notes that whilst the voluntary sector currently receives some £500 million 
annually from this fund, the UKSPF has just been delayed until 2022 with no interim 
measures announced yet.  That this Council instructs the Chief Finance Officer to direct local 
voluntary groups serving Hyndburn to whatever funding streams are available. 
 
Proposer Cllr Tim O’Kane 
Seconder Cllr Dave Parkins 
 

Submitted on 30th December 2020 
 
3. Cuts to Universal Credit 
 
This Council notes: 
 

 Next April the Government plans to cut the benefit level for millions of claimants by ending 
the time limited increase to the basic rate of Universal Credit (and the tax credit 
equivalent) announced by the Chancellor on 20th March as part of his pandemic 
response package. 

 The £20 a week boost reflected the reality that the level of benefits were not adequate to 
protect the swiftly increasing number of households relying on them as the crisis hit. 
Exactly because that increase was a very significant and welcome move to bolster low- 
and middle-income families' living standards, its removal will be a huge loss, impacting 
Hyndburn residents unfairly at an already difficult time. 

 The increase in benefits has had a positive effect on the lives of thousands of Hyndburn 
claimants who are better able to pay for life’s essentials such as food, clothing and 
utilities. 

 The local economy has also benefited from the increase in benefit levels as claimants 
spend their money locally thereby supporting local businesses and jobs. 

 We believe pressing ahead would see the level of unemployment support fall to its lowest 
real-terms level since 1990-91, and its lowest ever relative to average earnings.  Indeed, 
the basic level of out-of-work support prior to the March boost was – at £73 a week 
(£3,800 a year) – less than half the absolute poverty line. 

 We resolve that this Council resolves to write to the Chancellor, Rishi Sunak and to the 
Prime Minister, Boris Johnson demanding that the £20 increase to Universal Credit is 
made permanent and extended to claimants on legacy benefits. 

 We resolve to work with other local government organisations to form a coalition to 
pressure the Government to make the £20 increase to Universal Credit permanent. 

 
Proposer Cllr Glen Harrison 
Seconder Cllr Paul Cox 
 

Submitted on 31st December 2020 
 
 



 

4. Drain Clearing in Hyndburn 
 
Many roads in Hyndburn suffer poor drainage which causes hazardous driving conditions on 
Hyndburn roads. 
 
As councillors we report blocked gullies with regularity only to find that the standard of works 
performed is inefficient and quite often offers no improvement whatsoever in remedying the 
issue of flooding. 
 
One such road is Lottice Lane in Hyndburn between Britannia Inn on Haslingden Old Road 
and King Edward Pub at Guide. 
 
This road is a main cut through for many Oswaldtwistle residents to access Royal Blackburn 
Hospital.  It is a very fast road with visibility issues at certain points.  This road is quite simply 
flooded often even in light rain.  As the weather grows colder conditions on this road will only 
worsen, I requested added storm drains in this area however as yet this has not occurred. 
 
Hyndburn Council resolves to write to Highways Department at Lancashire County Council, 
requesting that a full and urgent review is undertaken regards the state of Lancashire’s gullies 
and review the effectiveness of their interventions when clearing drains. 
 
Presently the system employed by Conservative controlled Lancashire County Council is 
simply not efficient and a waste of taxpayers’ money. 
 
Proposer Cllr Glen Harrison 
Seconder Cllr Stephen Button 
 

Submitted on 31st December 2020 


